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Dear Friends, 

As you know, the Dominican Republic is a poor country.  I think it is listed as a developing country.  

You wouldn’t think so if you saw the capitol city of Santo Domingo, or the large city of Santiago, but 

as you travel through the country; it becomes obvious that things aren’t quite that modern throughout 

the entire country.  This morning makes four days without getting any water to our home, we have had 

frequent power outages lately, our internet service (which has been started since we have been here) 

has been out for two weeks, last week we had national protest riots, and had to stay indoors while the 

police and protestors had it out shooting guns and tear gas canisters throughout the day.  We spent the 

day with burning eyes and throats as the tear gas came into our house.  Several people were killed in 

our city, as well as around the country.  The prices of food was already much higher than in the states 

(and is climbing), and we pay $6.07 per gallon of unleaded gasoline.  It is a good thing we are coming 

home on furlough since we really need more money just to live these days.  Please pray that we will be 

able to raise more support while back in the states. 

We have a lady in our church that has been one of our core people for years who has done some very 

bad things.  When she was confronted about these things, she turned on the leadership of the church, 

and has been actively trying to split the church.  She hasn’t been to the church in over two months, but 

she communicates with some of the church members on a regular basis trying to split the church.  I 

have never seen a church member work so hard at trying to damage a church.   

Through it all, we are growing.  Two weeks ago, we had three ladies saved in our evening church 

service.  Our bus is completely packed for every Sunday school and church service that we have.  We 

are having to make two trips to pick everyone up now, and I just received a call today about two more 

people that want to start coming.  For more than a month now, I have received many comments on 

how good the church services have been.  It is obvious that the Lord is blessing the work in a special 

way during these difficult times.   

We really need another bus, but they are very expensive here.  It will cost us just over $9,000.00 to get 

an older 26 passenger bus.  I would love to pick up a school bus in the states, but it will have to be no 

older than 5 years old if I am to bring it to the DR (according to law).  It will cost $2,500.00 to ship the 

bus (all taxes and duties included).  It is more reasonable to get a newer 66 passenger school bus from 

the states to ship over than to get an old, worn out bus here that is much smaller.   

Lastly, I wanted to give you a bit of information on the progress of our building.  We ran into several 

snags with the government, but it looks like everything is ironed out.  We have the plans drawn up, 

and the foundation marked out.  We will begin digging the foundation tomorrow, and expect to pour it 

next Monday or Tuesday.  Our building will be 65 feet long by 38 feet wide.  We are hoping to add on 

to this sometime in the future as we receive/save more money. 

Your servant for Christ, 

Roger Jewell 

Matthew 28:18-20 


